
Factsheet: Trading with the European Union 

Overview 
The European Union (EU) is one of the world’s largest and most stable trading blocs. With 27 
member countries and over 450 million consumers, the EU offers significant opportunities 
for foreign businesses ready to expand internationally. 

EU Markets at-a-Glance 
●​ Population : ~450 million people 
●​ Combined GDP : $22.5 trillion USD (2023) 
●​ Median Annual Income (USD) : $41,500 
●​ Official Languages : 24, with English widely used as a common language of the bloc 
●​ Strong demand for high-quality goods and services 

Trade Stability 
●​ The EU operates on a rules-based trade system, prioritizing transparency and 

accountability. 
●​ Adheres strictly to World Trade Organization (WTO) principles. 
●​ Legal systems across member countries are harmonized under EU law, reducing 

uncertainty. 
●​ Trade agreements are negotiated by the European Commission, ensuring bloc-wide 

consistency. 
●​ Trade rules are enforced through structured and legal dispute resolution 

mechanisms. 

Trading with the EU 
●​ Single Market Access : Sell to all 27 EU countries through one entry point. 
●​ CETA Advantage : Canadian exporters benefit from 98% tariff elimination on goods. 
●​ Ease of Foreign Trade : having a subsidiary company within an EU member state is 

not a requirement to trade in the common market. 
●​ Mutual Recognition : Many standards and certifications are harmonized across 

countries. 
●​ Efficient Customs Processes : Electronic systems and low administrative burden. 
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●​ Consumer protection and product safety laws are clear, established, and enforced 
fairly. 

Projected Growth Areas in the EU 
●​ Clean Tech : Strong policy support for sustainability, circular economy, and emissions 

reduction. 
●​ Digital Products and Services : Expanding demand for cloud computing, 

cybersecurity, and AI. 
●​ Health & Life Sciences : Aging population creates long-term demand for healthcare 

innovation. 
●​ Agri-Food : Premium and ethical products (organic, fair-trade, sustainable packaging) 

are growing. 
●​ Professional Services : Demand for innovation consulting, R&D, training, and 

legal/accounting. 
●​ Consumer Products e-Commerce : A mature logistics infrastructure and high digital 

adoption make the EU ideal for cross-border e-commerce brands—particularly those 
offering niche, high-quality, innovative, or sustainable goods. 

Key Takeaway  
Take the next step toward global growth by targeting the EU—a stable, lucrative market built 
on clear rules and consistent enforcement. Start by assessing your trade readiness, 
leveraging CETA benefits, and aligning with EU standards. Now is the time to position your 
business for success in one of the world's most powerful trading blocs. 

Interested in learning more about this market group and how to expand your business to it? 
Check out our trade readiness scorecard :  

https://6catalysts.ca/services/project-based/trade-readiness-scorecard/ 
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