
Factsheet: Trading with Canada 

Overview 
Canada is a stable, high-income market with strong legal institutions, low political risk, and a 
robust infrastructure for trade. With a population of nearly 40 million and a reputation for 
quality, safety, and ethical business conduct, Canada is an attractive destination for exporters 
aiming to enter North America or diversify beyond it. 

Canadian Market at-a-Glance 
●​ Population : ~40 million people 
●​ Combined GDP : $2.12 trillion USD (2023) 
●​ Median Annual Income (USD) : $62,000 
●​ Official Languages : English and French (bilingual federal policies) 
●​ Notable Market Feature : Transparent regulations and high consumer trust 

Trade Stability 
●​ Member of the WTO, OECD, and G7 with mature democratic governance 
●​ Strong contract enforcement and low corruption risk 
●​ Trade agreements with over 50 countries (including USMCA, CETA, CPTPP) 
●​ Centralized customs and taxation frameworks simplify compliance 
●​ Clear rules and predictable enforcement reduce trade-related friction 

Trading with Canada 
●​ Tariff-Free Access : Generous trade agreements offer low or zero tariffs, with 

Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) rates as a backstop in the absence of a given free-trade 
agreement 

●​ No Local Entity Required : Foreign businesses may sell directly or via distributors 
●​ Supportive IP Laws : Modern intellectual property protections and enforcement 
●​ Efficient Customs : Advanced digital systems for import declarations and fee 

remittance to the Canadian Border Security Agency (CBSA) 
●​ Standards & Safety : Strict, transparent rules with mutual recognition of some 

international certifications 
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●​ Diverse Consumer Base : Demand for sustainable, ethical, and premium products is 
rising 

Projected Growth Areas in Canada 
●​ Green Infrastructure & Energy : Strong demand for clean tech and decarbonization 

tools 
●​ Digital Transformation : Investments in cloud services, e-learning, fintech, and 

cybersecurity 
●​ Healthcare & Biotech : Ageing population and domestic R&D incentives fuel demand 
●​ Agri-Food & Beverage : Premium and specialty goods (plant-based, organic, 

culturally specific) 
●​ Construction & Smart Cities : Urban densification and tech-enabled infrastructure 
●​ Professional & Technical Services : High openness to foreign experts in innovation, 

design, and training 

Key Takeaway  
Canada is a stable gateway to the North American market, with low barriers to entry, robust 
trade infrastructure, and reliable governance. Businesses targeting Canada should prepare 
to meet high product standards and consumer expectations—especially around ethics, 
quality, and sustainability. Trade readiness means aligning your operations with Canadian 
norms, leveraging trade agreements, and ensuring regulatory compliance from day one. 

Interested in learning more about this market group and how to expand your business to it? 
Check out our trade readiness scorecard :  

https://6catalysts.ca/services/project-based/trade-readiness-scorecard/ 
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